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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Introduction 

The Digest contains the latest available figures at 
the time of issue for a selection of monthly and quarterly 
economic series. Where possible, series are shown bothin 
their original and seasonally adjusted form. 


Adjustments to series 

2. Besides being adjusted for normal seasonal factors, 
some of the statistical series included in the Digest have 
been adjusted for the effects of calendar variations, 
namely, ‘trading-day’ effects (arising from the varying 
numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, etc. in a 
month) and the influence of movable holidays, such as 
Easter and Australia Day. 


3. Most of the original and seasonally adjusted series 
are preliminary and subject to revision. 


Related publications 

4. More detailed information is available inthe Afonthly 
Summary of Statistics, Australia (1304.0) ($4.00, $4.90 
incl. postage). Publications from which the series in the 
Digest are derived are listed on page 8. 


5. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). The 
ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publications 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications 
Advice are available from any ABS office. 


New ABS service: AUSSTATS 

6. Awide range of economic, social and demographic 
statistics is mow available on AUSSTATS, ABS’ new 
on-line service through CSIRONET. 


7. For further information phone the AUSSTATS 
Help Desk on (062) 52 6017. 


Symbols and other usages 
p preliminary—figure or series subject to revision 
ny.a. not yet available 
break in continuity of series (where drawn 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column) 
t figure or series revised since previous issue 


8. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals. 


W. McLENNAN 
Acting Australian Statistician 


PRODUCTION 


a ee Oem” 


Eleciric motors 
Iron Electricity Gas (c) Raw steel Cement Motor vehicles (d) under 720W 
ore A} Lead ® mil. kWh mil. megajoules "000 tonnes * 000 tonnes ‘000 000 Coal fd) 


tonnes Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas,adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. 


Month tonnes Month 
1984-85 — I _ 
March 22,451 44 9,880 10,125 36,805 38,627 $37 $21 477 457 35.6 33.1 195 190 March 11,804 
April 41.5 9,364 10,071 34,221 37,581 a4 518 “47 467 28.9 333 15S (88 April 10,152 
May 456 10,580 10,083 41,020 37,076 $49 $22 $29 416 38.9 33.2 1862 198 May 13,169 
June 23,850 38.8 10,899 10,082 44,350 37,889 544 $40 480 470 31.4 37.0 16 18st June 11,937 
1985-86— 
1985-86 — Four weeks 
July 454 11,683 9,927 49,864 39,391 599 $45 514 492 “44 37.6 190 {717 July 27 1 
August 45.6 11,275 10,279 47,894 42,917 583 536 594 552 42.5 36.5 190 160 ugust 24 12,930 
September 28,609 43.2 10,201 10,208 44,821 43,434 $82 601 $23 $23 38.1 35.5 193 163 September 2! 11,626 
October 42.6 10,210 10,265 43,559 44,285 589 597 $70 543 42.1 36.4 222 180 ber 19 11,986 
November 38.0 9,724 10,2585 38,917 41,555 578 616 $22 agi 445 32.1 195 164 November 16 12,658 
December 22,554 38.1 9,698 10,418 = 35,237 42,075 561 5% 4s7 473 25.6 28.9 154 160 December 14 13,217 
January 44 9,846 10,693 33,473 41,559 $92 588 33% 5300 12.9 137.4 91 203 January 11 3,135 
February 38.8 9,407 10,535 36,321 42,622 504 559 503 $22 30.0 31.7 133 19 February & 11,902 
March nya 40.6 10,265 10,758 40,007 42,422 545 $26 508 50 rs 31.5 1% 133 March 9,850 
April 39.0 19,970 110,453 43,516 47,287 $47 585 r516 1529 25,2 26.8 147 15S April 5 12,117 
May nya. 10,801 10,396 48,382 44,157 585 $53 $13 457 33,3 29.6 125.4 lay 3 10,738 


(a) Gross mine output. Source: Bureau of Mineral Resources, Geology and Geophysica(B.M.R.). (b) Metallic contents of mine products. Source: B.M.R. 


oe R (c) Available for issue through mains; includes natural gas, (4) Includes 
vehicles which are disposed of by the manufacturer in a partly finished state. (e) Excludes lignite. (f) Tasmanian production period one week earlier. 


PRODUCTION—continued 
Price index 
Woollen and manufac- 
Cotton woven cloth worsted woven cloth Man-made turing 
(incl. towelling) (incl. blanketing) Sibre-cloth Meat division(a) 
"000 sq m 000 sqm 000 sq m 000 tonnes ol 
Nee ee ee nen eat ane -69 = 
Month Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. 100.0) 
1984-85 — 

April 2,735 3,025 714 1 11,S15 12,536 71 180 4129 
jay 4,383 3,378 1,004 995 15,104 13,547 198 183 418.0 
June 3,317 2,847 802 943 14,543 12,780 165 178 420.8 

1983-86— p g 
July 3,793 3,474 924 880 15,301 13,420 179 ! 422.7 
August 4,166 3,683 909 953 14,928 13,356 166 168 449 
September 3,491 3,099 773 814 13,682 12,675 166 162 425.5 
October 3,338 3,291 860 690 16,445 14,444 195 168 426.1 
November 3,638 3,348 1,019 814 15,597 14,340 (87 189 428.4 
December 2,248 2,787 630 7$2 11,020 14,000 168 190 ail 
January 1,291 4,215 594 899 4,583 11,422 180 196 434.4 
February 3,404 4,040 1,042 939 13,850 14,540 187 197 437.1 
March 3,286 3,041 979 1,039 14,635 14,485 189 203 1434.4 
April 3,192 3,185 1987 £862 £13,728 14,003 21) 202 p43i.8 
ay 4,299 3,410 1,082 1,152 14,011 12,957 119) 185 ny.a. 
June ny.a. ny.a. ny.a. nya nya nya. 180 194 nya. 


{a) This index is on a‘net division’ basis and relates in concept only to articles which are produced in the Manufacturing Division of ASIC (Division C) for sale or transfer outside the Division or for use as capital equipment. 
rokers of Australia. (d) Owned by private enterprises in Australia. See publication 5629.0. 


Australian Dairy Corporation. (c) Members of the National Council of Woot Selling 


Whole 
milk intake by 
Sactories(b) 

mil. litres 
Original Seas. adj 
336 $33 
310 $44 
279 $45 
P 
ee.) 
484 484 
652 486 
787 493 
742 493 
678 488 
604 sig 
462 $42 
411 $47 
312 499 
282 497 
ny.a. ny.s. 


Brokers and deelers 
receivals of 
taxable wool 


Total % of total 
receivals received by 
tonnes brokers(c) 


38,205 79.2 
4,212 78.2 
5, 76.0 
$5085 B16 
16,595 80.7 
106,724 813 
117,212 119 
92,810 76.0 
59,262 75.6 
6,252 80.3 
47,441 16.2 
46,158 18.9 
46,153 713 
37,146 78.8 
nye ny.a. 


STOCKS(¢) 


Book value at 
end of quarter 
Sm 


Original Seas. adj. 


38,997 39,113 
#829 40,606 
41,612 41,694 
p42,878 42,905 
ny.a. ny.a. 


(b) Source: 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Values Balance of Payments— 
F click alia 
Export Import ee 
soul td, sont OS, Exports f.0.b, Imporis f.0.b. "hee hase on Balance Official reserve 
Month & & Seas. Seas. ad. 197 ne f sou PS * socount eet “4 


ber 
january 

March 
Nay | 
June a. E ‘ . J 

(s) Non-merchandise trade is excluded from export and import statistics. () Gold is valued af the averages London gold price for the month converted to $A ot the market rate of exchangs on the lest day of the month. 

INTERNAL TRADE 
Retail sales(e) 
All tems Clothing, hardwere, New motor 
1 eee ian we rical ) cars and station repo tomes 
parts, petrol, etc. drink furniture Other(b wagons sepieed vehicles regteserede 
5 3m im Sm ? F 

Month Original Seas. adj. Origine! Seas. adj Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj Original = Seas. ad. Original = Seas. a 
1984-85— 
April 03,847 4 420 14.5 1$.0 
May 4 4,10 a0 15.6 13.7 
June 3,809 4,10 5,943 6,106 3,953 3,987 2,000 2,138 42.1 41.6 15.6 146 
1985-86— 
July 4,066 4,198 69 42.6 14.8 12.9 
ciaiaier $009 1383 6,169 6,354 3,883 4,081 2,129 2,241 ae ua Te) 130 
October 43385 4333 , 452 40 12.4 125 
idee. $33 ren 7,021 6,511 $,057 4277 2,10 2,306 3 a0 00 Te] 
January 4200 4463 33.7 38.5 98 3 
February 3,937 422 31.5 i 9.8 10.5 
March 4,10 4,413 By.a. ny.s. Rye nye aye ays. 43 8 98 99 
Apri 4 4,434 04 9.3 11.6 10.3 

ay 4,701 4,531 36.3 33.5 {1.1 10.2 
June p ny.s. ny.a. By.& aye Bye aye. aye aye 45 33.7 10.3 9.3 


oe ee nee nee ere (b) Other; excludes moter vehicles, parts, petrol, ete. (c) Compriees light commorcial type vehicles, tracks, other treck 
ype vehicles 


WAGES, OVERTIME AND RETAIL PRICES 


A ohele 
Al ore ie Aa ed 
Month waiiog p= 4 f rh 1976 = tanh Feed 
(68S — 
Hy 28.8 
397.0 263.40 2.00 m6.2 1.23 
June 108.2 141.1 1374 132.8 145.4 21 
1893-B6—- 
July 1208.2 
August 403.10 265.00 37.90 a2 18 
September 28.3 144.2 kX] 133.6 14,7 “se 
November 413.99 164.4 16.99 216.2 1% 
December 216.2 147.1 143.2 138.1 152.2 1.3 
January 216.2 
lebruary 422.0 276,40 4.0 216.2 125 
Mareh res 190.5 146.1 ne 135.0 152.1 
lay aye aya ny... 216.2 1.23 
June aya, 133.0 194 145.4 157.8 143 
(a) Baee of index series: March Quarter 1962 = 100.0, : 
BUILDING AND NEW FIXED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
— hii) 


Adeagricds 


= 


10.7 


152.9 


ine 


136.4 


1946 123.8 122.3 
ime 128.5 123.9 
1628 130.2 127.6 
167.5 133.5 131.2 
1718 139.6 133.4 


Bu dlr ] 
commences, Dwellings thon Rawat 
Rameeerores Government commenced: New buildings end Onheer mew capteal 
m ‘000 aon ro) "000 waelus 7 yor “ yer structures : 
——————————— ee ee a —_—_—ajeQwee —— i 4-6 =z 979-80 = 
Month Original Seas. adj. Original = Seas. adj. Sm Original = Seas. ad. Original Sem. adj. 108.0) 100.0) Origins! Seas odj. Original Seas. adi. 
1984-85— 
March 1,361.7 1,345.8 13.4 13.1 100.5 34717 3,706.9 40 %9 9 1%8 om 1,650 2,657 3,064 
April 1,281.0 1,344.0 13.4 13.4 200.2 “is 18.3 
May 1,903.3 1,313.0 14.6 13.2 320.5 6.2 164 
June 1,423.8 1,414.8 13.3 13.4 193.2 4116.1 40656 9.2 38.3 ms i610 1,103 1,073 3,993 3,241 
1985-86— 
July 1,377.5 1,267.3 13.8 13.3 (94.0 91.0 1619 
August 1,623.4 1,564.0 14.1 3.3 433.5 8 130 
September 1,462.7 1,466.9 128 13.1 18 4395 4,132.7 3x3 37.9 506.6 (63.8 i177 vi 218 3,442 32 
October 1,505.2 1,406.8 148 13.4 790.3 0.7 148 
November 1,552.1 1,309 127 123 352.5 $123 143 
December 1,261.5 1,264.3 10.8 ite Mi4 4316.4 4,371.8 %3 35.6 $14.1 1676 1,580 re 3,529 3,405 
January 1,206.7 1,507.6 10.0 124 299.5 516.8 186 
Pebruary 1,086.9 1,218.8 10.0 10.9 158.4 p5l9.3 pine 
March 1,057.8 1,158.3 9.5 10.8 1%9 Rye, aye aye ays. ps2i.1 plo 1,238 14% 2,998 3466 
i rl 442.9 ri 374.9 3 94 355.9 p523.7 plTLe 
ay 1,365.2 1238.1 10.5 96 36 95.9 pl72.5 


(a) Weighted average sin State capital cities. _(») Excludes enterprises classified (o agriculture, forestry, fishing and bunting, community services and construction. 


Housing finance for 
owasr eccupation 
secured CORA RENT 
Savings banks— Major trading banks (6) to individheats (c) Consmon- 

depositors’ maak Taxation revense 

balances (a) Deposits Advances Parmenent bond yirkd = Consmmrosrwealth and 

Sm Sm Sm basting Other short Ssees conssiideted 

Banks societies lenders(d) dated (¢) rovers fiends 

Month Original Seas. adj. Original Seas.adj. Original Seas. odj. Sm Sm Sm per cont am 
1984-85-— 

April 35,662 4,29 39,821 » a) 31,778 31,394 95 32 * 13.65 1,526 

May 3,148 365% 39,833 39,945 32,050 31,731 3 mm 1s 13.50 1,216 

June 34,866 38,780 0,601 09 32,713 32,729 637 25 * 13.45 6,399 
1985-86— 

July 38,619 9,040 42,098 42,235 33,771 33,685 sil mA 110 13.3 4,737 

August 39,132 39,298 42,175 42,641 33,809 4037 723 rt) 114 14.45 5,9 

September 39,105 9,313 42,894 42,870 33,912 34,024 702 3 105 14.30 4,325 

October 9414 39,705 42,842 42,893 (£37,255 —(1)36,754 727 % 7 15.05 4.3999 

November 9,279 39,646 43,29 43,158 37,960 37,86 620 0 its 1$.5$ $,65$ 

December 39,710 9281 44,055 43,772 38,944 38,842 $45 rd] 9 15.65 5.09 

January 9,104 34,598 43,660 43,42 38,4008 38,759 545 150 1100 14.65 $,738 

February 39,738 34,799 43,000 43,976 38,970 39,705 $21 1% 101 14.15 $,631 

March 39,316 38,948 “454 “4,5 9,823 40,107 41 151 9” 13.30 5,007 

April 0,354 41,105 45,521 45,003 9 41,771 41,287 1706 173 ow 12.65 9,255 

May 624 41,060 4,735 “4m 41,028 0,629 T i4t 100 12.70 ay.a. 

June ny.a. ay.e “4m A658 41,004 41,015 ay.a. aya aye. 12.80 ay.a. 


NS 
(a) Exchudes external territories. (b) Includes external territories. (c) Exchades loans for alterations and additions. (1) lachadoteratestiog tettieg session, Aeamsocnapecin ere etloms tenement fede tameae 
— (¢) This ovrics is based om non-rebete bonds. (f) Break in series dus to inchusion of certala foreign currency ansets and not previously reported. Fer ferter inermauion ese avqpor iresing mani, Austrema 


NATIONAL ACCOUNTS 


(=) 
Final consumption expenditure Gross fixed capital expenditure 
Gross domestic product Gross farm product Gross non-farm product Private Government Private Public 
Quarter Original Sees. adj. Original Seas.adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas.adj. Original Seas.edj. Original Seas. adj. 
AT CURRENT PRICES 
a 
1984-85— 
December 56,853 51,778 4,777 2299 52,076 4,59 32,646 30,896 9,080 8,603 6,314 7,857 4,076 4,033 
March $0,242 52,853 1,641 2,326 48,601 $0,527 30,005 31,93! 6,311 6,903 7,178 19% 3,798 4.500 
June 53,251 $4,975 1,197 2,297 52,084 $2,678 32,636 33,114 9,473 9,078 6,818 6,402 $5,438 442 
1985-86— 
September 56,202 $7,190 1301 2,195 41 $4,955 33,827 34,076 9,004 9,318 6,317 8,780 3,98! 4442 
December 62,979 57,597 4,877 2,177 $8,402 $3,420 37,196 35,108 10,267 9,719 9311 8,500 464i 4,002 
March $5,825 $8,828 1,$25 2,234 $4,300 56,594 43% 35,663 9,403 10,063 7,933 8,760 4,255 4,908 
AT AVERAGE 1979-80 PRICES 
1984-853 — 
December 37,904 4,16 4.116 2,119 33,788 32,065 21,628 20,425 $,700 5,309 5,570 5,287 2,566 2,353 
March 32,277 34,165 ! 2,213 30,679 31,952 19,973 20,770 $,287 $611 4,718 $,219 2.30 2,732 
June 33,674 35,028 2,208 32,277 32,820 20,685 20,967 $999 $,687 5,632 5,418 3,266 2,657 
1985-86— 
September 35,086 35,604 1,550 2,01 33,536 33,93 20,914 21,099 5,48! 5,666 5,401 5,300 2,322 2,590 
December 39,299 35,573 3,938 2,092 35,361 33,481 22,6%4 21,316 6,200 $,925 5.491 $,240 2,762 2,741 
March 33,4% 35,526 1,447 2,130 31,989 33,396 20,297 21,148 5,520 5,854 4,365 5,0% 2,368 2,733 
AT CURRENT PRICES—continued 
Gross operating surplus of 
Imports of goods Exports of goods Gad Wages, saleries end =—s Income of 
wis 
and services and services Companies Other supplements farm unin- Other Less direct Household 
_———— eee eee corporated household taxes, etc. disposable 
Quarter Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. Original Seas. adj. enterprises income (a) income 
1984-85 — 
December 9,161 9,345 7189 7,953 1,364 6,625 15,285 11,980 28,018 26,856 3,440 17,922 6,196 42,528 
March 9,138 9,535 8.116 8,373 $,873 6,553 14,352 12,460 26,062 27,019 4% 15,901 6,889 34,968 
June 10,81) 10,775 9,999 9,739 6,613 6,752 10,783 12,671 28,28! 28,191 ig 18,805 7,581 34,613 
1985-86— 
September 11,842 11,188 9,799 9,731 7,820 7,741 13,097 13,324 27,988 28,464 26 17,663 7,29 38,317 
December 11,628 11,846 9.40 9,550 1999 7,138 16,778 13,513 30,914 29,442 3,143 20,228 7,266 46,654 
March 11,058 11,585 9,685 9,958 6,476 7,212 12,792 13,958 29,047 30,386 156 18,370 7,421 36,484 


i rr 22 ne se eee ee EE ee ee 
(a) Direct taxes deducted are those paid by persons to general government. These include income tax paid and estate sad gift duties, all other direct taxes, fees for service of a regulatory character and fines and gifts paid. Also deducted here 
are consumer debt interest and transfers (o overveas. 


Total 


Local 


SSSSSSSsS 


rate-per cent 
Seas. adj. Original —Seas.edj. Original ~— Seas. adi. 
Australia 
Government 
wealth Stase(b) 


Unemployment 


ACT. 


about two-thirds of one per cent of the 


Total 


Original 
NT. 


Kz 
. For farther information see Job Vacancies, A 


egeaces 
EMPLOYED WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS, STATES AND TERRITORIES) 


Unemployed (000) 
Tas. 


(PERSONS) 
goversmcet 
PERSONS (’ 608) 
W.A. 


Original —_ Seas. adj. 


LABOUR FORCE SURVEY(a) 


S.A. 


Total 
Original Seas. adj. 
Vie. 


Employed (' 000) 


workers 
N.S.W. 


Original Seas. adj. 


Full-time 
labour force survey 
(b) Estimates deri 


0). 


the 


relia (03 


fi 


(a) Estimates derived 


Labour Force, Aust 


Month 
Month 


oNene ee oe © Da 
ee es ee ee ee 


squenr eae ae 
Pata) 
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SCERPECEL EEE 


bot Yt J 
~wevee 7 


FTRAAAAATEKKS 
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SPER ES EEE 
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Australia 


Weekly Earnings, Job Vacancies end Overtime (6256.0). Exxctedes wage and salary earners in the private sector employed in agricukere, forestry, fisheries, 
(b) Inctades the Northern Territory Government. 


verage 


20.000 private employers selected from the ABS register of businesses. Data from oll Government Employers ia culiscted. For further detaile see Euployed Wage and Sedary Farners 
defence forces. 


Series: Employment, A 


hunting, private households sad members of the permanent 


(a) Reauhs of sample survey of approximately 
(6248.0) and Information Paper; New Statistical 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS, CANBERRA, 
FROM WHICH THE SERIES IN THIS DIGEST ARE DERIVED 


Catalogue 
No. Title Frequency 
Production 
6412.0 Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, Australia monthly 
7215.0 Livestock Products, Australia ” 
8301.0 Production Statistics, Australia, Preliminary ” 
8357.0 Production Bulletin No. |: Electrical Appilances, Australia ” 
8358.0 Production Bulletin No. 2: Clothing and Footwear, Australia e 
8360.0 Production Bulletin No. 4: Textiles, Bedding and Floor Coverings, Australia s 
8361.0 Production Bulletin No. $: Building Materials and Fittings, Australia " 
8363.0 Production Bulletin No. 7: Motor Vehicles, Motor Bodies and Trailed Vehicles, Australia quarterty 
Stocks 
5629.0 Stocks Owned by Private Enterprises in Selected Industries and Sales of Goods Manufactured by Private 

Manufacturing Enterprises, Australia quarterly 
Overseas transactions 
$301.0 Balance of Payments, Australia monthly 
$302.0 Balance of Payments, Australia quarterly 
5332.0 Exports and Imports (Balance of Payments Basis) at Constant Prices, Australia =. n 
6405.0 Export Price Index, Australia monthly 
6414.0 Import Price Index, Australia quarterly 
internal trade 
8501.0 Retail Sales of Goods (Excluding Motor Vehicles, Parts, Petrol, etc.), Australia monthly 
8503.0 Retail Sales of Goods (Excluding Motor Vehicles, Parts, Petrol, etc.), Australia quarterly 
9301.0 Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, Preliminary monthly 
Wages, overtime and retail prices 
6301.0 Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, Preliminary quarterly 
6302.0 Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia ” 
6312.0 Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australis moathly 
6330.0 Overtime, Australia . quarterly 
6401.0 Consumer Price Index z 
Building and new fixed capital expenditure 
$625.0 Private New Capital Expenditure, Australia, Preliminary quarterly 
5626.0 New Fixed Capital Expenditure by Private Enterprises in Selected Industries, Australia ” 
6407.0 Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other than House Building, Six State Capital Cities and Darwin monthly 
6408.0 Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State Capital Cities ” 
8731.0 Building Approvals, Australia ” 
8752.0 Building Activity, Australia ($1.20, $2.10 incl. postage) quarterly 
Finance 
5602.0 Savings Banks, Australia monthly 
5603.0 Major Trading Banks, Australia . 
5605.0 Banking, Australia quarterly 
5609.0 Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia ” 
National accounts 
5206.0 Quarterly Estimates of National Income and Expenditure, Australia ($1.20, $2.10 incl. postage) quarterly 
Civilian labour force, unemployed persons and job vacancies 
6203.0 The Labour Force, Australia ($1.20, $2.10 incl. postage) monthly 
6231.0 Job Vacancies, Australia quarterly 
6248.0 Employed Wage and Salary Earners, Australia ” 


NOTE. A limited number of copics of the above publications are available on request from Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Bekconnen, A.C.T. 2616, or from 
any ABS State Office. 
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